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About the world view library

Thank you for choosing the World View Library. We are 
proud to present the masterpieces of western literature in this 
new edition.

A few words about the format of this book: the main body 
of each page presents the original text unaltered in a clear, easy 
to read format, while the outside margins contain summary 
headings, definitions, and other helps. Since most of the words 
in the English language have had multiple definitions over 
time — and often multiple simultaneously, the definitions 
given in the margins attempt to capture as closely as possible 
the meaning intended by the author in the given context. Use 
these notes as a beginning to your study of this book.

Every great work of art will communicate not just beauty 
but also ideas about the world we live in. And so, we encourage 
you to think carefully and ask questions while reading: What 
ideas are presented in this work? What do the characters and 
situations say about the nature of man and the universe? Is 
there a God, according to the text? If so, what is He like? And 
what happens to man after death?

It is our desire to help bring this classic literature to life, and 
we hope that the World View Library will lead you to a deeper 
understanding of the living God and His creation.

Ben Quine
august 2007
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BOOK I
	 I WENT down yesterday to the Piraeus with 
Glaucon the son of Ariston, that I might offer up my 
prayers to the goddess; and also because I wanted to see 
in what manner they would celebrate the festival, which 
was a new thing. I was delighted with the procession of 
the inhabitants; but that of the Thracians was equally, if 
not more, beautiful. When we had finished our prayers 
and viewed the spectacle, we turned in the direction 
of the city; and at that instant Polemarchus the son of 
Cephalus chanced to catch sight of us from a distance as 
we were starting on our way home, and told his servant 
to run and bid us wait for him. The servant took hold of 
me by the cloak behind, and said: Polemarchus desires 
you to wait.
	 I turned round, and asked him where his master was.
	 There he is, said the youth, coming after you, if you 
will only wait.
	 Certainly we will, said Glaucon; and in a few minutes 
Polemarchus appeared, and with him Adeimantus, 
Glaucon’s brother, Niceratus the son of Nicias, and 
several others who had been at the procession.
	
	 Polemarchus said to me: I perceive, Socrates, that 
you and our companion are already on your way to the 
city.
	 You are not far wrong, I said.
	 But do you see, he rejoined, how many we are?
	 Of course.
	 And are you stronger than all these? for if not, you 
will have to remain where you are.
	 May there not be the alternative, I said, that we may 
persuade you to let us go?
	 But can you persuade us, if we refuse to listen to 
you? he said.
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Book I
• What is justice?

Socrates and Glaucon

Piraeus: the port city of 
classical Athens

the goddess: Artemis 
(Roman name: Diana), was 
often described as the 
daughter of Zeus and Leto, 
and the twin sister of Apollo

Thracians: descendents of 
Thrax, one of the sons of 
Ares, the god of war the son 
of Zeus and Hera

Conversation 
among Socrates, 
Polemarchus, Glaucon, 
and Adeimantus

the city: referring to Athens
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	 You think that justice may be of use in peace as well 
as in war?
	 Yes.
	 Like husbandry for the acquisition of corn?
	 Yes.
	 Or like shoemaking for the acquisition of shoes,—
that is what you mean?
	 Yes.
	 And what similar use or power of acquisition has 
justice in time of peace?
	 In contracts, Socrates, justice is of use.
	 And by contracts you mean partnerships?
	 Exactly.
	 But is the just man or the skilful player a more useful 
and better partner at a game of draughts?
	 The skilful player.
	 And in the laying of bricks and stones is the just man 
a more useful or better partner than the builder?
	 Quite the reverse.
	 Then in what sort of partnership is the just man a 
better partner than the harp-player, as in playing the 
harp the harp-player is certainly a better partner than 
the just man?
	 In a money partnership.
	 Yes, Polemarchus, but surely not in the use of money; 
for you do not want a just man to be your counsellor in 
the purchase or sale of a horse; a man who is knowing 
about horses would be better for that, would he not?
	 Certainly.
	 And when you want to buy a ship, the shipwright or 
the pilot would be better?
	 True.
	 Then what is that joint use of silver or gold in which 
the just man is to be preferred?
	 When you want a deposit to be kept safely.
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husbandry: The business 
of a farmer, comprehending 
agriculture or tillage of the 
ground, the raising, managing 
and fattening of cattle and 
other domestic animals, the 
management of the dairy and 
whatever the land produces

(Webster)

“In contracts, Socrates, 
justice is of use.”

game of draught: a game 
similar to checkers
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Socrates, Polemarchus, 
and Thrasymachus 
Discuss Justice

sillybillies: idiots
knock under: give into

to his enemies,—to say this is not wise; for it is not true, 
if, as has been clearly shown, the injuring of another can 
be in no case just.
	 I agree with you, said Polemarchus.
	 Then you and I are prepared to take up arms against 
any one who attributes such a saying to Simonides or 
Bias or Pittacus, or any other wise man or seer?
	 I am quite ready to do battle at your side, he said.
	 Shall I tell you whose I believe the saying to be?
	 Whose?
	 I believe that Periander or Perdiccas or Xerxes or 
Ismenias the Theban, or some other rich and mighty 
man, who had a great opinion of his own power, was the 
first to say that justice is “doing good to your friends and 
harm to your enemies.”
	 Most true, he said.
	 Yes, I said; but if this definition of justice also breaks 
down, what other can be offered?
	 Several times in the course of the discussion 
Thrasymachus had made an attempt to get the argument 
into his own hands, and had been put down by the rest 
of the company, who wanted to hear the end. But when 
Polemarchus and I had done speaking and there was a 
pause, he could no longer hold his peace; and, gathering 
himself up, he came at us like a wild beast, seeking to 
devour us. We were quite panic-stricken at the sight of 
him.

	 He roared out to the whole company: What folly, 
Socrates, has taken possession of you all? And why, 
sillybillies, do you knock under to one another? I say 
that if you want really to know what justice is, you 
should not only ask but answer, and you should not seek 
honour to yourself from the refutation of an opponent, 
but have your own answer; for there is many a one who 
can ask and cannot answer. And now I will not have you 
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excellent answer, and would distinguish himself. But 
at first he affected to insist on my answering; at length 
he consented to begin. Behold, he said, the wisdom of 
Socrates; he refuses to teach himself, and goes about 
learning of others, to whom he never even says Thank 
you.
	 That I learn of others, I replied, is quite true; but 
that I am ungrateful I wholly deny. Money I have none, 
and therefore I pay in praise, which is all I have; and 
how ready I am to praise any one who appears to me to 
speak well you will very soon find out when you answer; 
for I expect that you will answer well.
	 Listen, then, he said; I proclaim that justice is 
nothing else than the interest of the stronger. And now 
why do you not praise me? But of course you won’t.
	 Let me first understand you, I replied. Justice, as you 
say, is the interest of the stronger. What, Thrasymachus, 
is the meaning of this? You cannot mean to say that 
because Polydamas, the pancratiast, is stronger than we 
are, and finds the eating of beef conducive to his bodily 
strength, that to eat beef is therefore equally for our good 
who are weaker than he is, and right and just for us?
	 That’s abominable of you, Socrates; you take the 
words in the sense which is most damaging to the 
argument.
	 Not at all, my good sir, I said; I am trying to understand 
them; and I wish that you would be a little clearer.
	 Well, he said, have you never heard that forms of 
government differ; there are tyrannies, and there are 
democracies, and there are aristocracies?
	 Yes, I know.
	 And the government is the ruling power in each 
state?
	 Certainly.
	 And the different forms of government make laws 
democratical, aristocratical, tyrannical, with a view to 

Thrasymachus: “justice is 
nothing else than the interest 
of the stronger.”

pancratiast: an athlete 
engaged in no-holds-barred 
extreme Greek sport involving 
a combination of boxing and 
wrestling
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every art remains pure and faultless while remaining 
true—that is to say, while perfect and unimpaired. Take 
the words in your precise sense, and tell me whether I am 
not right.”
	 Yes, clearly.
	 Then medicine does not consider the interest of 
medicine, but the interest of the body?
	 True, he said.
	 Nor does the art of horsemanship consider the 
interests of the art of horsemanship, but the interests of 
the horse; neither do any other arts care for themselves, 
for they have no needs; they care only for that which is 
the subject of their art?
	 True, he said.
	 But surely, Thrasymachus, the arts are the superiors 
and rulers of their own subjects?
	 To this he assented with a good deal of reluctance.
	 Then, I said, no science or art considers or enjoins the 
interest of the stronger or superior, but only the interest 
of the subject and weaker?
	 He made an attempt to contest this proposition 
also, but finally acquiesced.
	 Then, I continued, no physician, in so far as he is a 
physician, considers his own good in what he prescribes, 
but the good of his patient; for the true physician is also 
a ruler having the human body as a subject, and is not a 
mere money-maker; that has been admitted?
	 Yes.
	 And the pilot likewise, in the strict sense of the term, 
is a ruler of sailors and not a mere sailor?
	 That has been admitted.
	 And such a pilot and ruler will provide and prescribe 
for the interest of the sailor who is under him, and not for 
his own or the ruler’s interest?
	 He gave a reluctant ‘Yes.’

Illustrations

acquiesce: To rest satisfied, 
or apparently satisfied, or 
to rest without opposition 
and discontent; usually 
implying previous opposition, 
uneasiness, or dislike, but 
ultimate compliance, or 
submission (Webster)
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